Murray’s Guide
to the South Klondike Highway
Narration and photos by Murray Lundberg
Updated January 13, 2020
This booklet is protected by International copyright laws –
reproduction beyond the printing of one copy is illegal.

The South Klondike Highway runs 98 miles (157.7 km) from Skagway
through Carcross to the Alaska Highway at a point 10 miles east of
Whitehorse. Officially it is just the Klondike Highway, running 443 miles
(713 km) from Skagway to Dawson City, but in practical use the
highway sections north and south of Whitehorse are used separately.
The section of the highway between Whitehorse and Carcross was
originally a pack trail, upgraded to a wagon road during a mining rush
in 1905, then finally upgraded to motor-vehicle standards in 1942 by
the U.S. Army during construction of the Canol pipeline from Skagway
to a refinery in Whitehorse. From Carcross to Skagway, the highway
was built over a period of many years, with the first traffic finally getting
through in 1978.
To make this guide as useable as possible, mileage points are based
on mileposts along the highway, not on a vehicle odometer. Mileposts are installed every
mile in Alaska, every 2 kilometers in British Columbia and the Yukon – note, though, that
many are missing. This guide follows the road from Skagway north.
Please see the links on the home page at MurraysGuide.com for some general information
about the highway, for much more information about Skagway in particular, and for printable
maps.
You’re crossing into Canada, so bring your passports!
Summary: toilet stops, restaurants, shopping and the best hiking locations are listed next:
Toilet stops: there are public restrooms in Skagway at Molly Walsh Park on 6 th Avenue
towards the mountain from Broadway; outhouses along the highway at Km 25.0 on the right,
at Log Cabin (Km 43.9 on the left); in the red building at the downtown Carcross parking lot,
and at the Carcross Desert.
Restaurants:
- Downtown Carcross (turn at Km 105.6) – Caribou Crossing Coffee specializes in
sandwiches, pastries and coffees, and The Bistro is a pub-style place with burgers,
etc.
- Caribou Crossing (Km 108.6) – chicken barbecue
- Spirit Lake Lodge (Km 115.4) – soup-and-sandwiches, burgers, etc

Shopping:
- Skagway, of course, has dozens of shops of all types.
- The Yukon Suspension Bridge at Km 47.4 has a small gift shop and a snack bar.
There is a restaurant, but it is only for bus tours.
- in downtown Carcross (turn off the highway at Km 105.6), you’ll find the Caribou
Commons complex of tiny shops, Matthew Watson’s General Store (gifts/souvenirs of
all types), a WP&YR railway gift shop, Tanya Kennedy’s jewellery shop, and the post
office.
- Caribou Crossing (Km 108.6) has a large gift shop
- Spirit Lake Lodge (Km 115.4) has a small gift shop.
Hiking trails: Excellent hiking opportunities abound in this area, at all levels of difficulty – all
require care in navigation, and some thought about proper equipment for the Alaska-Yukon
backcountry. Each of the trails mentioned here is suitable for hikes of whatever length you
choose – the journey along each is more significant than the destination (most don’t really
have a destination, they just gradually peter out).
For the trails at Skagway, pick up a free map at the National Park Service. Along the
highway:
← - the bare granite of the White Pass offers infinite possibilities, with the train shuttling
area at the White Pass summit being a particularly popular option – there are no
trails, however. Extreme care is required to hike across the granite, which can be
slippery and has a lot of possible “pinch points” if you slip.
← - the gravel beach accessed from the parking lot at Km 64.3 offers similar
opportunities.
← - at Km 65.1 an old mining road climbs steeply up to the west, offering some great
views of Tutshi Lake and the surrounding peaks.
← - at Km 84.5, a very steep, rough trail takes you up the right side of Pooley Canyon
into a wilderness inhabited by grizzlies, mountain goats and caribou. The fact that
you are in rocky, treeless terrain for most of the climb makes this the most scenic trail
along the highway, and it also offers the best likelihood of seeing wildlife, but it’s also
the steepest. If you carry bear spray across the border, make sure you call it “bear
spray” as other terms can cause problems. When hiking, make noise to alert any
grizzlies who might be in the area to your presence when you reach the small treed
area about half an hour up.
← - at Km 88.8, a fairly well maintained trail runs up the left side of Conrad Creek,
taking you to superb views and some mining ruins from a 1905-1906 silver boom.
← - the huge beach on Lake Bennett on downtown Carcross offers wonderful walking.
← - the Carcross Desert at Km 107.7 may offer the best walking for most people – if you
climb to the top of the dunes and then go left you’ll run into a trail that runs along the
top of the ridge above Caribou Crossing, offering wonderful views of Lake Bennett.
← - at Km 112.5, a trail to the right takes you up Caribou Mountain. The trail begins
about 200 feet up the private driveway there, and skirts around the home it serves.
Excellent views begin after about half an hour in the open forest, and just keep
getting better and better as you gain elevation. This, too, is prime grizzly country.
← - at Emerald Lake (Km 117.6), there are short trails to both the left and right of the
rocky bluff across the road from the lake. The climb is rewarded by wonderful views
of the lake.
← - for detailed descriptions of many trails along the highway, see
http://www.yukonhiking.ca/

4x4/Jeep trails: There are three 4x4/Jeep trails listed now - at Km 66.8 and Km 104.7 of
the South Klondike Highway (Tutshi Lake and Montana Mountain respectively), and Mile 8.4
of the Dyea Road (the West Glacier road). As 4x4ing is an "explorer's" sort of outing, only
the most basic access directions are given, and all three come with this caution: these trails
can injure or fatally damage both your vehicle and the people in it. These are steep, narrow,
winding gravel roads with some very steep drop-offs. Only you can decide if your driving
skills are up to the challenge - it could be an extremely expensive excursion if you overestimate your skill. Are you confident that you can back up and/or turn your vehicle on this
type of trail? The Montana Mountain and West Glacier trails start as fairly easy roads and
get more and more difficult as you climb, while the Tutshi Lake trail is difficult right from the
start. All three offer spectacular scenery as the prize. Watch your time closely - it's very
easy to spend many hours on each of them.
For those of you who like to combine geocaching with your travels and hikes, there are
many along this route – just refer to your favourite geocaching site.

A Bit of History
Much of your route today, and indeed your cruise route up or down the Inside Passage, has
connections with the Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-1898 and dozens of smaller gold rushes
throughout Alaska, the Yukon, and northern BC.
Although thousands of non-Natives had been exploring and working in this region for
decades prior to the Klondike rush, it was the discovery of substantial deposits of gold in
Rabbit Creek (later called Bonanza) in August of 1896 that changed everything. The arrival
of the gold-laden steamship Excelsior at San Francisco on July 14, 1897, and the Portland
at Seattle on July 17, 1897, triggered the largest stampede of its kind in history. Over
100,000 people left their homes around the world on this great adventure, lured by stories of
creeks full of visible gold nuggets that could be just picked up from the gravel. Those stories
turned out to be not true. The route to those gold creeks was difficult and hazardous. Only
about 35,000 people made it to the Klondike, and only a few made any real money.
Today we can travel this route in safety and comfort, but as you drive along, think about
what it would have been like in the winter over 120 years ago, hauling a ton of goods
through this land, not really knowing what lay ahead.

Mile / Km "0"
The Skagway ferry dock.
To get through town, you can either go up Broadway through the historic district, or if it's
busy, turn left at the first stores, go one block and then right at the sign seen one page 1 of
this Guide, which is State Street. There is ample parking along State Street so you can
explore the shops and historic sites in town, and/or take one of the free walking tours
conducted by the National Park Service.
One of the 2 gas stations in town is on the right as soon as you make this turn (at State and
2nd). There is also a small convenience store and self-serve laundry there.
The grocery store is another 2 blocks up on State Street, on the left, and the other gas
station is 1 block to the left at 4th and Main.
Watch your speed very carefully in Skagway – the police do. It’s 25 mph to the bridge
across the Skagway River, then 35 mph to the start of the climb up the White Pass.
Mile 0.2 / Km 0.4
Centennial Park, with Rotary snow plow #1, a sculpture of Chilkoot packers by the late
Chuck Buchanan of Carcross and other attractions.

The view up Broadway, Skagway's main street, from in front of Centennial Park. The red
building to the right is the National Park Service (NPS) headquarters. The White Pass &
Yukon Route railway station is immediately to the right of the NPS building – while people
who book train trips on their ships board the trains right at their ships, independents board
at this station. The NPS Chilkoot Trail office is the small light-blue building on the left side of
Broadway. The second building past that is the Red Onion Saloon, another popular stop for
visitors. The golden dome is the historic Golden North Hotel, now used as a residence for
seasonal workers (housing is a huge problem in Skagway during the summer, and you
might notice some of the solutions as you drive through town – RVs owned by tour
companies used as housing, rows of tiny cabins, wall tents and company hostels).

Skagway as seen from about the 3,600-foot level of the Upper Dewey Lake Trail in midAugust. To reach this steep but very rewarding trail, go to the east end of Second Avenue
and walk up the gravel road beside the tracks to the left until you reach the trail signs. To
reach this point takes an experienced mountain hiker about 3 ½ hours.
A free trail guide can be picked up at the NPS center. The guide includes trails ranging from
short and easy (the best being Yakutania Point) to long and difficult, all of them very scenic.
Most of the trailheads are located within walking distance of downtown.
The home of Captain William Moore,
founder of Skagway, is located at the east
end of Fifth Avenue. Captain Moore, born in
Germany on March 30, 1822, was present
at many gold rushes in British Columbia for
about 20 years from 1852, sometimes
operating river boats and sometimes
working as a miner. In 1886 he arrived on
the Yukon River, and the following year
while working with a survey party, heard
about the pass that would soon be named
White Pass after Thomas White, the
Canadian Minister of the Interior. Captain
Moore thought that this would be the best
route to the goldfields that he believed were about to be discovered in the Yukon, and in
the Fall of 1887 he pre-empted 160 acres of land at the foot of the White Pass, the mouth of
the Skagway River. There he built a cabin, a sawmill and a wharf, named it Mooresville –
and waited. On July 29, 1897, the Queen arrived carrying the first of tens of thousands of
people on their way to The Klondike, and the town you see now was born!

Mile 1.6 / Km 2.6
White Pass & Yukon Route railway (WP&YR) maintenance shops. Historically, the railway
ran 112 miles to Whitehorse, Yukon, but now trains only go as far as Carcross (67 miles)
and Lake Bennett (41 miles) regularly. A great deal more information about the WP&YR can
be seen at RailsNorth.com. No tours through the shops are being offered this year.
Mile 1.7 / Km 2.7
The gravel road to the right takes you 0.6 mile (1 km) to the Pioneer Cemetery, final resting
place of people such as Soapy Smith and Frank Reid, famous for the gunfight that saved
Skagway. “Gold Rush Cemetery”, a 30-page guide by Glenda Choate, can be bought at the
Skagway News office on Broadway between 2 nd and 3rd Avenues. A short trail starting at the
upper northern end of the cemetery leads to Lower Reid Falls, a popular spot for walkers
and photographers.
Mile 1.7 / Km 2.7
Skagway River Bridges, one for vehicles and another opened in 2004 for bicycles and
pedestrians. On the left just past the bridge is Jewell Gardens, a display garden operating
on the historic Clark Farm site. They also offer glass-blowing demonstrations.
Mile 1.9 / Km 3.1
On the right is the historic Klondike Gold Dredge, moved to Skagway from the Fortymile
Mining District near Dawson City over the winter of 1999-2000. Skagway was never a placer
gold mining area, but the dredge offers a good
look at how it was done in other places.
Mile 2.4 / Km 3.9
The paved road to the left is the Dyea Road,
leading first to this very scenic viewpoint over
Skagway. Those on a cruise ship will be able to
see their ship from here. There is ample room
here to U-turn even large RVs and highway
motorcoaches, though parking is very limited. A
small expedition-type cruise ship and a State
ferry are seen in this photo.

The Dyea Road then continues another 6.5
miles as a narrow, winding gravel road to the
Klondike Gold Rush ghost town of Dyea. Due to
the road width and a low bridge, this road is not
recommended for large RVs. No structures
remain at Dyea - the cemeteries and scenery
are the main historic attraction now. This view is
on the way back to Skagway, looking down the
Taiya River and Lynn Canal.
See the last 3 pages of this Guide for more information about the Dyea Road.
Mile 2.8 / Km 4.5
This gate is used to close the highway when necessary because of avalanches or rock
slides. In a normal winter the highway is closed for 4 or 5 days total.
Mile 3.0 / Km 4.8
The gravel road to the right goes to Liarsville, a replica gold camp – tours that visit Liarsville
are available but no independent visits are permitted. The name comes from the fact that
many reporters who claimed to be going to the Klondike gold fields got their stories from
returning prospectors at the tent camp that was here.
From this point the highway climbs steeply for 12 miles to the summit (except for a short
nearly-level stretch at the Black Lakes – Mile 4.4). The speed limit is now 40 mph.
Mile 4.4 / Km 7.1
Black Lakes - the original pack trail also went through this narrow gorge.
Mile 5.0 / Km 8.0
Large paved pullout with a view of Rocky Point on the opposite side of the gorge, and an
impressive view up the East Fork of the Skagway River. Rocky Point was one of the main
trouble spots when a route for a railroad was being searched for in 1898, and engineers
almost gave up on building the railroad because of it.
Mountain goats are occasionally seen on the cliffs of Rocky Point at about the same
elevation as the highway. It’s worth watching for mountain goats on the cliffs along the
highway right up to the summit, particularly in May and June and then again in September.
Mile 5.5 / Km 8.8
Paved pull-off, from where sections of the Brackett
Wagon Road, built as a toll road at the start of the
Klondike Gold Rush by George Brackett, former
mayor of Minneapolis, can still be seen below the
railway grade (the Brackett Road is in the center
of this photo). There are interpretive panels here
about the Brackett Road and the WP&YR railway.
While the Brackett Road was first, the railway won
the battle for traffic – the fact that when blasting
was done on the railway grade, the rocks fell and
blocked the Brackett Road may have helped!

Mile 6.2 / Km 10.0
The small parking lot on the left is for a private zipline and rock climbing operation run by
Alaska Mountain Guides – tours are only available from the cruise ships.
Mile 6.8 / Km 10.9
The U.S. Customs post, located at Mile 6.8,
can be seen in the distance in this photo taken
from Mile 5.5. The nearer building is
Skagway's incinerator. All southbound vehicles
(heading into Skagway) must stop and report
at the Customs post – this is a very efficient
post and delays of more than 10 minutes are
uncommon.
Note that US Customs is 8.1 miles south of the
actual border and Canada Customs is 6.4
miles north of the border. The reason is that
the weather in the summit area is too severe to
make having Customs posts there reasonable.
There are many turnouts of all sizes (suitable for photo stops) between this point and the
summit.
Mile 7.7 / Km 12.4
Turnout with a great view of Pitchfork Falls, which flows out of Goat Lake. This is one of the
most photographed falls in Alaska, but the construction of a hydro-electric operation in 1999
has led to it being known by many locals as "Pipeline Falls." Nobody complains about the
huge reduction in electricity costs that resulted, though!
The climb up the White Pass, on December 4, 2002 (the
snow was exceptionally late this year!). There is a gate at
Mile 8.2 that is used to close the road when avalanches
or heavy storms are a danger. The red-and-white posts
are installed primarily to guide snow-clearing equipment,
but are also a great help to other traffic in times of low
visibility.
Straight ahead is Mine Mountain, where the ruins of the
historic Inspiration Point Mine gold mine are located. It is
only visible from the railway, and at a great distance.
There are cycling excursions through the White Pass this photo, looking down the hill towards Skagway,
doesn't really show just how steep this hill is, but does
show how narrow the shoulders are. Use your
imagination to add a fuel tanker coming up the hill and
a motorhome going down to get the real flavour of the
experience.

Mile 9.1 / Km 14.6
Interpretive panels about White Pass City on the Klondike gold trail, and the infamous
Deadhorse Trail.
Mile 9.8 / Km 15.8
On the left is a runaway lane, for emergency use by vehicles which burn out their brakes
coming down this long grade. DO NOT park near any of these runaway lanes – they do get
occasional use!
Mile 10.0 / Km 16.1
On the left is a particularly nice and
accessible waterfall with a large paved
parking area. The water is pure enough to
drink. It's usually called Bridal Veil Falls,
but Narrators on the White Pass & Yukon
Route railway use that name for a much
larger waterfall on the same creek but
below the highway. The railway line can
be seen far across the valley, at one point
running across a large bare granite patch
known as Slippery Rock, where men
suspended by ropes blasted out a shelf
from the mountainside. Just to the left of
Slippery Rock is the most-photographed
section of the rail line, as it goes into a
tunnel through Tunnel Mountain.

This is where the highway leaves the gold rush route for a few miles. The railway climbs up
to the White Pass, which is the historic route, for both rail and foot travellers. The highway
climbs to an un-named pass which was not used by the gold rush stampeders, as access
was much more difficult than the White Pass.

Mile 11.0 / Km 17.9: William Moore Bridge viewing area
The viewing area is just before you reach the bridges. The photo above, looking back
towards Skagway from the north side, shows the old William Moore Bridge on the left and
the new one on the right, as construction was nearing completion. The old one, built in
1976, is an asymmetrical cable-stayed suspension bridge that crosses a very active
earthquake fault. It is only firmly anchored on the downhill side so that it can move freely
with the earth! The gorge that the bridge crosses is only 110 feet wide, but 180 feet deep
(the bridge deck is about 250 feet long). On May 17, 2017, work began on a new crossing,
starting with extensive blasting - it is opened in September 2019, and the old bridge will
become a historic site managed by the National Park Service, though the process of
opening it to foot traffic is still underway.
Mile 11.6 / Km 18.7
Two large paved parking areas with excellent views down the Skagway River Valley, with
the Cleveland Glacier above the Moore Bridge and the Sawtooth Mountains to the left.
There are 2 interpretive panels here, about the construction of the highway, and the valley
as a natural migration route.
The diamond-drill holes on the cliffs opposite this parking area give you some idea of the
amount of blasting that was required to build this road. The rock has many fractures, and
breaking drill bits when they hit these fractures was a big problem.
Mile 12.0 / Km 19.3
Runaway lane to the left, with highway maintenance equipment sheds just beyond.

Mile 13.0 / Km 20.9
A gravel pullout on the left provides an excellent view up the gorge towards the summit of
the White Pass. Some tour operators have started calling this part of the White Pass
“Klondike Pass”, but that’s just a name they created. Although the Klondike Highway runs
through it, it was never used during the Klondike Gold Rush – the infamous “Dead Horse
Trail” runs alongside the railway in the pass to the east.

Hiking to the Inspiration Point Mine

Mile 13.1 / Km 21.1
For those very experienced in off-trail backcountry travel, the White Pass offers superb
hiking. The White Pass & Yukon Route railroad can be seen far below in this August view.
Among the attractions in the pass is the historic Inspiration Point gold mine, a superb
example of an early hardrock mine, even though the buildings, which were bolted and
cabled to the cliffs, have collapsed. The best route to the mine starts at the small pullout at
Mile 13.1.

It takes serious equipment to
deal with the snowfalls that
the Coastal Mountains get
(the White Pass is in the
Boundary Ranges of the
Coastal Mountains). This
photo of an Alaska highways
department (DOT&PF)
rotary snowplow was taken
in early March - the view is
to the south from Mile 14.0.

Mile 14.4 / Km 23.2
The summit of the White Pass (3,292 feet) in
early May. The summit of the main arm of the
White Pass, through which the railway runs,
is 2,865 feet.

Mile 14.7 / Km 23.7
"Welcome to Alaska" sign with large parking area on the left – it makes a superb photo
stop, with the White Pass and Sawtooth Mountains in the background. Only in the very early
morning and late afternoon during the summer does the sun hit the front of the sign – it’s
most often seen backlit.

Mile 15.0 / Km 24.1
This photo shows the view south from the
Alaska - British Columbia border in mid
February.

Mileages in this guide now switch to Km first
to correspond with highway signage. The
speed limit from this point north is 90 kmh,
which equals 55 mph.
Km 24.3 / Mile 15.1
International Border Falls on the left, with large gravel parking area known as the “Feather /
Cleveland Pullout” as this is the access to Mount Cleveland and Feather Peak to the south.
A large sign describes how to assess avalanche danger.
Km 25.1 / Mile 15.6
“Outhouse Hill Pullout” - large parking area
for hikers, skiers and snowmobilers on the
right. Outhouse toilets are available here.
Summit Lake can be seen across the valley the south end of the lake is the turn-around
point for the WP&YR railway's Summit
Excursions. This photo of the lake was taken
on May 30th.
Km 25.6 – 28.2 / Mile 15.9 - 17.5
Avalanche zone (though avalanches seldom
reach the highway here)
There are many pulloffs along the highway through the White Pass. Walking across the bare
granite down to Summit Lake provides some excellent views. Small crystal-clear ponds
abound just off the road, and in the summer many warm up enough for a secluded dip.
Km 29.3 / Mile 18.2
Summit Creek. In the past 3 years in particular this has become a popular place for visitors
to build their versions of “inukshuks” (piles of rock that for the Eskimo/Inuit had a spiritual
significance). Locals eliminate this graffiti every year but they keep getting built.
Km 30.4 / Mile 18.9
On the left is an outcropping of volcanic rock, noticeable darker than the granite you have
been driving through. Volcanic intrusions are very unusual here, but do hint at the activity far
below us. You are nearing the north end of a belt of granite that starts in North Vancouver,
BC, and ends 1,000 miles north, about 100 miles to the north-west of this spot. You are on
one of only 5 highways that cross that belt of granite.

Km 34.3 / Mile 21.3
The Thompson River can be seen on the right. By parking on the wide shoulder and walking
about 300 feet ahead, a particularly nice photo can be taken of the river, and if you time it
right, of a train crossing a small bridge (check WPYR.com for schedule).
Km 35.2 / Mile 21.9
A trail from this large gravel pullout leads to a rock bluff above the railway and the
Thompson River bridge – the walk takes about 10 minutes one way. Across the highway at
the north end of the pullout leads to spectacular alpine Bryant Lake (a moderate 90 minutes
return), and on to the head of lake, a small glacier and other amazing country.

Km 36.5 / Mile 22.7
Above is the Canada Customs post at Fraser as you see it heading north. All vehicles must
stop and report. The red building on the right is the last water tower remaining on the
WP&YR line from the days when steam locomotives were used. There are nice washrooms
with flush toilets in the water tower building, but DO NOT pull into that parking lot before
clearing Customs. Note the spelling of “Fraser” - it’s commonly mis-spelled and mispronounced as “Frasier” like the television sitcom.
Fraser is also the point where people
switch from motorcoaches to WP&YR
trains or vice-versa. The coach in the
foreground is the one that the writer
drove year-round for several years
(until 2006) out of Whitehorse.
Km 36.8 / Mile 22.9
Large parking area with interpretive
signs about the WP&YR railway and
area attractions. Its position above the
railway makes it a good spot to take
photos of the train operations.

Km 37.3 / Mile 23.2
Wide shoulder with view of Fraser, British Columbia and Bernard Lake.

Fraser, British Columbia panorama - looking south

The many pulloffs offer opportunities for
short walks leading to some spectacular
views. To the right is the creek that drains
Bernard Lake into Shallow Lake at Km 41.1.
ca Km 40 / Mile 25 - The next 5 miles or so
offers good black bear and occasional
brown bear (grizzly) viewing opportunities
from late May through June in particular,
though sightings through much of the
summer are getting more common. Many of
the black bears in this area are brown,
fooling many people into thinking that
they’ve seen a grizzly.
Km 42.4 / Mile 26.3
Two large and several smaller pullouts offer views over the Teepee Valley, commonly called
"Tormented Valley". The Fantail Trail ran through the valley in the distance, taking
prospectors from Skagway to the gold fields at Atlin, British Columbia, during the 1899-1900
rush.
Driving the South Klondike Highway
in the winter can be magical, and
the author of this guide does it often.
This is a rarely-seen icebow, caused
by the sun reflecting off ice crystals
in the air. A less dramatic version of
this uses the term sundogs for the
brightest points seen on each side
of this arc. This view is southbound
at about Km 42.6 on January 2,
2004. The photo is purposely
underexposed so that the arc can be
more clearly seen.

Km 43.9 / Mile 27.3
The highway crosses the WP&YR tracks at the site of a gold rush community called Log
Cabin. The town was in what is now a forest to the north-east (far left) of the crossing, but
only very faint traces remain. This is where modern-day hikers from the Chilkoot Trail return
to civilization either by hiking out or on a train from Bennett, and in the winter the large
parking lot is filled with skiers and snowmobilers.
There are outhouse toilets and interpretive panels at the far end of the parking lot.
The WP&YR rail line now separates from the highway, travelling up the next valley to the
west of the highway. It accesses the site of the Klondike gold rush town of Bennett (which
can only be reached by rail now), then runs alongside Lake Bennett for 26 miles before
reaching Carcross, where it meets the highway again.
Km 45.9 / Mile 28.5
Small parking area on left beside a small scenic lake. No facilities.
Km 47.4 / Mile 29.5
The Tutshi River (pronounced TOO-shy), looking north from the side of the highway, which
follows the river for about 2 miles. The Tutshi River is popular with rafters and kayakers,
even though access is difficult.

Yukon Suspension Bridge - in 2006
this private nature/history interpretive
center was opened alongside the
highway. It includes a suspension
footbridge across the Tutshi River
canyon with spectacular views, a cafe
serving their famous bison chili and other
items, gift shop and interpretive displays.
2020 Special Offer – by showing your
copy of Murray’s Guide, admission for
your entire group is reduced! The usual
rate is $18.00 for adults, $14 for seniors,
and $9 children, and children 6 and
under are free – by showing your guide, adults are $14, seniors $10 and children $6. The
development cost over $3 million to construct.

One of the brown-phase black bears (not a brown
bear) seen in this area. They are often called
cinnamon bears.
When you see a bear, please stay in your car!
Some of the people I see trying to get as close as
possible make it likely that someone will eventually
get hurt – and the bear is always the biggest loser
when that happens.

To the right is the Tutshi River as seen from Km 49.4. To get
this view you have to park on the shoulder of the highway and
walk about 100 feet off the road. If you get really lucky you may
see rafters on the river.

Km 54.2 / Mile 33.7
Abandoned gravel pit on the left. Gravel pits were/are used for highway maintenance.
Km 54.6 / Mile 33.9
Active gravel pit on the right.
Km 57.0 / Mile 35.4
From here, the road follows Tutshi Lake for almost 10 miles (16 km). The lake sits at an
elevation of 2,320 feet (707 meters)
Km 57.9 / Mile 36.0
Large pullout with view of magnificent Mount Racine across the lake (7,235 feet high).
Between here and Km 63.0, there are a half-dozen large pullouts.

Km 64.3 / Mile 40.0
To the right is a beautiful informal campground on the beach. The turnaround is a little tight
for large vehicles, and there are no facilities. This is a great area for beach walking, but
keep in mind that you’re in bear country – both black and grizzly bears are in the area.
Km 65.0 / Mile 40.4
The extensive reddish mineralization on the mountain straight ahead shows why the earliest
explorer (U.S. Army Lt. Frederick Schwatka, in 1883) called that range the "Iron-Capped
Mountains."
This photo shows a hiker taking a
break on an old mining road in Paddy
Pass, overlooking Tutshi Lake, in mid
May. The road goes about 5 miles in to
abandoned mine workings, with a
vertical gain of about 1,000 feet. This
photo gives you a good idea of just
how late Spring arrives here. The road,
overgrown at lower levels, is accessed
from Km 65.1, where there is offhighway parking for smaller vehicles.
Km 66.6 / Mile 41.4
Active gravel pit on the left.
Km 66.7 / Mile 41.5
Small creek. The few creeks give an indication of how dry it is here in the rain shadow of the
Coastal Mountains. The rain shadow can be important to cruisers, as it’s common to leave
Skagway in the rain and be in sunshine most of the day once you cross the White Pass
summit.
Km 66.8 / Mile 41.6
On the left is a 4x4/Jeep trail that is rather hard to spot. Once you go up it a couple of
hundred feet it becomes an obvious road - the start was kept discrete by the mining
company that upgraded it in 2006-2008, to discourage people from using it. This is a rough,
very steep road that leads to an abandoned mining camp in a subalpine forest, to mining
claims near treeline and above, and to a unnamed glacier and its lake. The road, sometimes
called the Paddy Peak road, is only suitable for very good 4x4 vehicles and drivers with
experience but hiking it from the highway quickly provides some excellent views. There are
superb hiking opportunities. Total mileage from the highway to the glacier is about 20 km,
13 miles.

Km 69.8 / Mile 43.4
Above is a panoramic shot of Tutshi Lake, seen looking south from the large viewpoint at
this point. In any weather, this is a "must-stop". You have to look very hard to spot any of
the handful of cabins on Tutshi Lake, and seeing a boat of any kind is rare – there is only
one rustic boat launch. This photo was shot in March.
Km 71.3 / Mile 44.3
Start a 2.8-km (1.7-mile) climb to the summit of the pass between Tutshi Lake and Windy
Arm, an arm of Tagish Lake. This south-facing slope is the best place on the highway to see
black bears from late April through mid-June, as this is one of the first places where grass
starts growing in the Spring – bears require greens to get their digestive systems back in
order after hibernation.
Km 74.0 / Mile 46.0
The blocked road to the left goes a few hundred yards in to a small artificial lake that
supplied water to the mill just ahead.

Km 74.5 / Mile 46.3
To the right is Tutshi Sled Dog Tours, operated by
famous Yukon Quest and Iditarod musher
Michelle Phillips. You can cuddle husky puppies,
hear a talk about mushing, and go on a huskypowered cart ride. She moved her camp from
Caribou Crossing to this spectacular location in
May 2016. 2020 Special Offer – by showing your
copy of Murray’s Guide, the cost of admission and
activities for your entire group is reduced by 10%!
Originally, this was the site of the mill of the Venus
silver mine. The mill only operated for one year in
1980-1981, and was finally disassembled and the
area cleaned up in 2003-2004.

The highway now drops quite steeply to Windy Arm (which usually is windy).

Km 74.7 / Mile 46.4
Straight ahead and to the left across the lake is a flat bench - that is the old beach of the
lake from the period 8-10,000 years ago when the glaciers were melting away, flooding
much of the southern Yukon.
Km 75.0 / Mile 46.7
On the left is the short access road
to an abandoned gravel pit (you can
ignore the “No Entry” sign) that is
ablaze with wildflowers early in the
season - late May and June.
Although advertised by one
Skagway tour operator as being 10
acres of flowers, it’s actually only
about 1 acre. The photo to the right
shows the view.

Km 76.9 / Mile 47.8
Start of a 10km (6-mile) avalanche and rockslide zone. The period between mid February
and late April is usually the worst - snow and ice from the avalanches may be seen along
the road well into June.
Km 77.8 / Mile 48.3
The south end of Windy Arm. If you want a real adventure, there's a large pulloff here - by
heading down through the bush and crossing a swamp and a couple of streams (no trail, no
bridges, creeks up to waist deep at high water levels) you can reach some Klondike-era
graves. To see more information and photos, go to ExploreNorth.com and search for “Jonas
Whitcomb”.
Across the lake is Mount Conrad, named for "Colonel" John Howard Conrad, who
developed silver mines in this region on a major scale in 1905-1906.
Northbound at Km 77.9 in April, with Dail Peak
dominating the view. It was named for George
Dail, an early miner. His silver/gold mine was
the southern limit of the ore body worked by the
Venus Mine, whose mill is seen in a photo
below.

Km 78.3 / Mile 48.7
A mineral spring can be seen high on the side of the mountain. The water where it comes
out of the ground is only a degree or so above freezing even in mid-summer.
Km 79.0 / Mile 49.1
A small gravel pullout on the right – the photo to
the right shows the view to the south from that
spot.
Km 79.8 / Mile 49.6
Dail Creek - known historically as Wynton Creek,
and incorrectly signed today as Dall Creek.
A small town called Wynton was located on the
alluvial fan to the right in 1905-1906. Nothing of
the town remains but a few pieces of iron on the
beach on the north side, but it boasted 2 hotels for a couple of years. The hotels were built
here, in British Columbia just a few feet from the Yukon border, to avoid high liquor taxes in
the Yukon while serving the miners working the slopes above.
Km 80.0 / Mile 49.7
The gravel road to the right goes in to an abandoned gravel pit, private property and the
Wynton townsite.
Km 80.3 / Mile 49.9
"Welcome to the Yukon" and
leaving British Columbia – the photo
shows the view northbound in May.
Watch for both Dall sheep and
mountain goats on Dail Peak to the
left - seeing up to 20 animals at a
time is not uncommon. The best
photo ops here are in the afternoon,
as fewer people stop then, and the
sun hits the front of the sign (exactly
when depends on the date). From
Monday through Friday in the
summer, Jacqueline St. Jacques
(Yukon Rustic Jewelry) sells her handcrafted stone-and-wire jewelry here.
As you pull away from the "Welcome to the Yukon" sign, see if you can spot the British
Columbia – Yukon border slash running diagonally up the very steep slopes on the far side
of the lake (it’s quite obvious early in the summer, less so as the season progresses). The
border was surveyed and marked in 1899-1900 because of mineral exploration being
conducted – any mines developed on the British Columbia side paid royalties to the
province, on the Yukon side the royalties went to the federal government.

Along the mountain slope for the next couple of miles there are bright red mileage marker
signs - these indicate frequent avalanche locations. In this area in the Spring of 2009, three
of the largest avalanches ever seen along the highway occurred, and snow and debris
remained along the road well into June. Note that the mileages are about 0.4 km different
than the mileposts we're following.
The photo to the right shows hoar frost along
Windy Arm in November - the view is looking
steeply up Dail Peak. Caused by moisture in
the air coming into contact with materials that
are below freezing temperature, it can cause
some spectacular scenes (fog condensing on
vegetation is probably the best producer of
hoar frost).

Km 82.2 / Mile 51.1
The blocked road that climbs steeply up the mountain leads to the 1970s workings of the
Venus silver mine (and some great raspberry patches in season!). Extensive work was done
on that property in 2009-2010 to stabilize tailings piles that were held back with logs that
were rotting – there was a serious threat that a large avalanche would result and it would
have hit the highway.
Km 83.1 / Mile 51.6
The two large pullouts here, one just before the
1910 mill of the Venus silver mine, and one right at
the mill, were blocked off in May 2006 due to the
safety issues of having people climbing through the
rapidly-deteriorating mill.. This photo shows the
mine managers house, about ready to fall into the
lake (it did collapse in the spring of 2005). The
climb down to the buildings, and exploring through
them, is both difficult and dangerous.

Km 84.5 / Mile 52.5
Pooley Canyon to the left, the former service area of the Venus silver mine to the right. The
narrow ridge running up the right side of the canyon provides excellent hiking for those in
good shape and with no fear of heights. Mountain goats are often seen here, sometimes
quite close to the highway. The view of the canyon from 10 minutes up is quite remarkable,
particularly when you realize that a mine was built at the bottom of it in 1905, with an aerial
tramway running to it. Two of the wooden towers for it are visible from the highway. There is
parking for small vehicles on the wide shoulders.

The photo above shows the view southbound along Windy Arm at Km 84.5. The mill for the
Venus silver mill which operated for many years (starting in a major way in 1905) can be
seen on the shore.
Km 86.2 / Mile 53.6
To the right is the tailings pond for the late-1960s incarnation of the Venus Mine. It used to
be contaminated by naturally-forming arsenic, but a pond capping/sealing project in the mid
1990s eliminated the problem.
Km 86.6 / Mile 53.8
The concrete foundations to the right supported the 1960s mill for the Venus Mine.
Km 88.8 / Mile 55.2
A gravel pit to the right gives access to the mouth of Conrad Creek, which offers good
fishing for Arctic grayling. It used to also be used to access the townsite of Conrad, but the
bridge across Conrad Creek has been blocked as dangerous. As of July 2017, this is an
active placer gold mine, so gold panning is no longer allowed.
From the left side of Conrad Creek on the mountain side of the highway, the excellent
Mountain Hero hiking trail leads up above treeline - in 2000-2001, a commercial hiking
company rebuilt the original tramway construction trail to accommodate clients, but they're
no longer in business. They named it the Sam McGee Trail after a local character made
famous by Yukon poet Robert W. Service, and the name is still used by some people,
though Sam McGee had no connection to the trail – the name was simply a marketing tool.
Km 88.9 / Mile 55.2
Conrad Creek (a.k.a. "Big Thing Creek" for the mine near the headwaters).

Km 89.9 / Mile 55.9
The ruins of the town of Conrad City, built to serve
the silver mines. To reach it, take the next road on
the right past the wooden aerial tramway stand
beside the highway at Km 89.0. The road was
rebuilt in 2015 to provide access to a new
campground that has been built adjacent to the
historic townsite. The tramway terminus, the
Conrad company wharf, and two buildings remain
in the townsite, and there many more subtle signs
of what used to be there.
Km 90.1 / Mile 56.0
Just below the summit of Montana Mountain on the left, a road is visible running across a
barren slope. This road served silver exploration programs from the mid-1950s into the
1970s, and is still accessible by 4-wheel-drive vehicle for a few weeks each year. The road
is accessed from Carcross.
Km 95.0 / Mile 59.0
Bove Island viewpoint - a
large parking area with
interpretive signs. This
view is to the east in
August, looking towards
the downstream end of
Tagish Lake, which flows
into the Yukon River.
During the Gold Rush,
many boats were
wrecked here when they
came out of calm Nares
Lakes (which is just to
the left of this view) into high winds on Windy Arm. The lake was named by Lt. Frederick
Schwatka when he came through in 1883, after Lt. Bove of the Italian navy, who had been
on a lengthy Arctic exploration a decade earlier.

To the right, the view southbound at
Km 96.3 in late December, with
dramatic Lime Mountain in the
background. Lime Mountain, 5,225
feet high, is part of the White
Mountain Range, which is largely
composed of limestone. If it was in
an area that had good
transportation facilities, there would
almost certainly be a plant there
turning the mountain into bags of
cement.

Km 98.3 / Mile 61.1
This gate is used to close the highway when avalanches or storms make it too dangerous.
Km 104.2 / Mile 64.7
Nares Lake. For much of April and May, all of the open (ie not frozen) water on the lake is
dotted with ducks, geese and swans. At low water levels, the lake almost disappears, and
much of what you see in the summer is just a grassy meadow.
Km 104.5 / Mile 64.9
Waterfront Drive goes through a residential part of Carcross. Please do not use this road, as
it's very dusty and there are lots of children around. The historic Carcross cemetery is
located ¼ mile down this road; among the pioneers buried here are 4 of the 5 members of
the party which discovered gold in the Klondike in 1896 – Tagish (Dawson) Charlie,
Skookum Jim Mason, Patsy Henderson and Kate Carmack. Only George Carmack isn’t
here – he was buried in Seattle.
The speed limit is now 50kmh, or 30mph.
Km 104.7 / Mile 65.1
The gravel road to the left that parallels the
highway is the access road for Montana Mountain,
a very popular recreation area that started getting
good international press attention in 2002. The
road becomes very rough after a half mile (turn left
at the 4-way junction), and is suitable for 4-wheeldrive vehicles only. It eventually leads to the slope
seen from the highway at Km 90.1. It also
eventually leads to a cabin where the writer of this
guide lived full time, year round, from 2000-2007,
and on many weekends until 2013 when he sold it.

Km 105.2 / Mile 65.4
Nares River Bridge (a new one is currently being built). Part of the Yukon River system, the
Nares River drains Lake Bennett to your left into Nares Lake to the right. In the month
following the ice breakup in May 1896, over 7,000 boats passed through here, carrying
men, women and children on their way to supposed riches in the Klondike. From the bridge,
photographers get one of the "classic" views of Carcross. The gravel road to the left just
before the bridge goes to another residential part of the community.
Km 105.6 / Mile 65.6
Turn left to reach downtown Carcross, which has 422 residents as of the September 2013
report. This is one of the oldest communities in the Yukon, first settled during the rush to the
Klondike. On July 29, 1900, a Golden Spike was driven at the north end of the railway
bridge to celebrate completion of the railway. Carcross became a major transportation hub
during the 1920s, with significant railway, sternwheeler and aircraft traffic serving the
southern Yukon and northern British Columbia. The 1920s postcard below shows the
largest of the sternwheelers, the Tutshi (whose burned wreckage is a heritage site with a
2nd-storey viewing deck in downtown Carcross), and the Gleaner behind her (the wooden
hull of the Gleaner is down the Nares River below the bridge). A historical walking tour
brochure can be picked up for free at the Visitor Reception Centre (VRC).

The 2-mile-long fine sand beach at Carcross provides a great place for a walk or picnic.
There is a viewing deck and outhouses at the north end of the main part of the beach (a
half-mile to the right as you face the lake)
Downtown Carcross has recently undergone a major redevelopment, with the historic
Caribou Hotel being restored privately (only the vbar is open so far), a $900,000 footbridge
across the Nares River built by the federal and Territorial governments, lots of paving, a
commercial complex and several other smaller projects.
Visitor services in downtown Carcross:
- a Visitor Reception Centre (VRC) in the very colourful "retail village" on the left.
- also in the retail village, Caribou Crossing Coffee (sandwiches, pastries coffee, both
drip and specialty), a large bistro (beer and burgers, etc), and many other small
shops.
- public washrooms in the dark red building with the “Carcross” sign, on the left as you
drive in to town.
- Matthew Watson’s General Store (famous for its ice cream)
- Tanya Kennedy’s custom jewellery shop
- a metalwork-art shop
The post office (residents get 3 mail deliveries per week) was a popular place to get your
passport stamped until 2010, but due to staffing cuts that has now been discontinued. You
can stamp your own passport at a table outside Matthew Watson’s store, though.
The library has a computer available for Internet access, at no charge.
This photo shows downtown from across the Nares River. Flooding in 2008 closed the
Koolseen Centre (the gray building to the right in this photo), had offered other visitor
services.
The free walking tour
brochure mentioned
above describes several
of the old cabins on the
side of the river that this
photo was taken from.

Back on the Highway:
Km 106.0 / Mile 65.9
Montana Services on the left – gas, café and convenience store, as well as an RV park and
self-serve laundry.
On the right side of the highway are some of the buildings of the Carcross Tagish First
Nation (“Indian band” may be the term you’re more used to hearing). About 1/3 of the
residents of Carcross are Native. The first one is the main administration building, the
smaller one is a day care for Native children.
Km 106.2 / Mile 66.0
Carcross Airport - gravel year-round strip, 2,800 feet in length. A hazard that’s well-known to
local pilots is the possible presence of holes dug in the runway by Arctic ground squirrels
(commonly but incorrectly called “gophers”)
The gravel road that runs alongside the north side of the airport goes to the Carcross
Campground, a former Yukon Government, now First Nation (Indian band) facility with 12
forested sites, picnic tables and outhouses.
Km 106.4 / Mile 66.1
The paved road to the right is the Tagish Road, Yukon Highway 8, which leads to the village
of Tagish (33 km) and on to the Alaska Highway (54 km), with a side road to the historic
gold mining village of Atlin, British Columbia (150 km). When the WP&YR railway was being
built, the discovery of gold at Atlin in 1899 resulted in a large percentage of the railway’s
construction workers getting “gold fever” and walking off the job, often taking the company’s
tools with them!
Km 107.7 / Mile 66.9
Viewing area and access to the
Carcross dunes system, with this
part of it commonly called "The
World's Smallest Desert". The
dune system is home to several
rare plants including Baikal sedge
(Carex sabulosa) and Yukon
lupine (Lupinus kuschei).
Outhouses and interpretive signs
are found here.
A hike to the top of the dunes
gives both expansive views
across the valley to Lake Bennett
and the glacier-studded peaks
along the lake’s West Arm, and a look at how active the dune system is, as it’s burying the
forest to the east.

Km 108.6 / Mile 67.5
Caribou Crossing, once known as “Frontierland”, has an excellent wildlife museum and
historical attractions, as well as husky kennel tours and cart rides, gold panning, a goat walk
and lots more. See CaribouCrossing.ca. Admission to the wildlife museum is $8.50 for
adults and $6.50 for children. A barbecued chicken lunch is served daily at a cost of $16.00
per person.
To the left is the Watson River Subdivision road. This subdivision is comprised of 3-acre lots
with a wide variety of housing ranging from trailers to large custom homes. Plans for a huge
resort complex to be located between the subdivision and the lake appear to have died.
Km 109.8 / Mile 68.2
The road to the left leads to the Carcross sewage lagoon, and the Carcross Rod & Gun
Club shooting range and clubhouse.
Km 112.4 / Mile 69.8
Aptly-named Dry Creek only runs during spring run-off or following rare heavy rains. In
recent years, sightings of grizzly bears along the highway here have been fairly common.
Km 112.5 / Mile 69.9
To the right is the trailhead for the superb Caribou Mountain trail. Typical of the many trails
in the region, this is for experienced hikers only, and bear protection must be carried, as
grizzly encounters do happen on the trail. Ask at the Carcross Visitor Reception Centre for
directions, so that you can avoid the private home that the trail skirts.
As you drop down from this point, glacier-rounded Watson Ridge is in the middle of the
valley to the left, dramatic Gray Ridge beyond.
Km 113.9 / Mile 70.8
Old beaver pond on both sides of the highway, with the dam and a lodge visible a few
hundred yards off to the left. Beavers rebuild this pond every few years and highways crews
then drain it.
Km 115.0 / Mile 71.5
The Cinnamon Cache – is closed permanently as of July 2010 (the owner has retired)
Km 115.4 / Mile 71.7
Spirit Lake Lodge – under new ownership as of 2012. Motel and restaurant. The horse
rides, canoe tours, etc. that have been offered previously are not being offered by the new
owners. See SpiritLakeYukon.com
Km 117.6 / Mile 73.1
The main Emerald Lake viewing area. The panorama on the next page shows you why this
is the most-photographed lake in the Yukon. As well as the large pullout above the lake,
there is parking in the forest at the south end of the lake. There are no picnic tables or other
visitor services at the lake. The large home above the lake, on 6 acres, sold in late 2011 for
$519,000 – in contrast to the situation in so many areas, property prices in all areas of the
Yukon have jumped dramatically in recent years.

This view of Spirit Lake
and Montana Mountain
was taken from the rocky
ridge above Emerald Lake,
a steep but short hike from
the parking lot.

The scenery past Emerald Lake greatly decreases in drama from what has been seen to
this point, and Emerald Lake is the usual turn-around point for day trips out of Skagway,
both for individuals and tour operators. Whitehorse, the capital city of the Yukon Territory, is
39 miles further north (that’s to the downtown core). It has a population of 27,190 as of
December 2011, with full services and a wide range of attractions – natural, historic and
cultural. Depending on your specific interests it may be worth visiting on a day trip out of
Skagway but for most people I suggest that there is plenty to do without driving that far.
Km 119.3 / Mile 74.1
Emerald Lake Stables used to be on the left here (YukonHorses.com) but closed
permanently in June 2011.
Km 120.3 / Mile 74.8
Limp-A-Long Racing is the husky kennel of professional musher William Kleedehn. Tours
are not offered.

Heading out on a Yukon canoeing
adventure! Northbound at Mile 76.3 (Km
122.8). Note the "Yukon-style" windshield
on my truck (smashed by flying rocks) it's not legal, but it's ignored unless your
vision is impaired by it. This is typical
Yukon traffic - one vehicle in the distance
in front, nobody in the rear-view mirror.

Km 127.5 / Mile 79.2
Lewes Creek.

Km 128.6 / Mile 79.9
The gravel road to the left leads about a mile in to Lewis Lake, seen in the photo above. The
lake is signed as "Lewes Lake," but that is yet another error that has been accepted as fact.
Mr. Lewis was a WP&YR engineer who made an error during the construction of the railway
and drained about 30 feet of the lake's depth.
Km 136.7 / Mile 84.9
Rat Lake, named for the muskrats that
live there - when people go out
trapping muskrats, they say they are
going "ratting". Moose are occasionally
seen wading in the shallow lake. The
photo to the right shows the view
southbound in April.

Km 138.5 / Mile 86.1
Bear Creek, and the tiny community of Robinson (no services).
Km 139.6 / Mile 86.7
The Robinson Roadhouse
complex was built starting in
1906, to serve mines
developing in the Wheaton
Valley to the west. There is a
large parking area with
interpretive displays. The
meadows around the
roadhouse provide a fine
place for a walk. This
roadhouse, one of the last
remaining in the Yukon, was
saved largely as a result of
the efforts of famous local
artist Jim Robb. While not
restored, it has been stabilized so that it can be restored some day when funding is
available.
Km 139.8 / Mile 86.9
Annie Lake Road to the left takes you into the vast Wheaton Valley region, a historic mining
area that's now very popular for year-round recreation. A drive down the road for at least 2
hours will give you a very brief glimpse at what the area offers.
Km 152.3 / Mile 94.6
No, this photo isn't from
Hawaii - it's the day-use
area at Kookatsoon
Lake. This shallow lake
is one of the few that
warm up enough for
swimming in the
summer.

Km 157.7 / Mile 98.0
The Alaska Highway, at Km 1,404.4 from its start at Dawson Creek, British Columbia. This
intersection is known locally at the Carcross Corner. The city limits of Whitehorse are 0.8 km
to the left, the city center about 22 km. Straight ahead, on the opposite side of the Alaska
Highway, The Cut Off Restaurant offers lunch and dinner in a unique atmosphere. Opened
in 2016, the premises is well stocked with all manner of artifacts from the early days of the
Yukon, and of the Alaska Highway in particular.
To see what a trip up the Alaska Highway looks like, see AlcanPhotos.com
I hope that you’ve enjoyed this journey on the South Klondike Highway with me.
If you have any comments or questions about travel in the North, you’re welcome to email
me at YukonAlaska@gmail.com

The Dyea Road
Mile O
The Dyea Road junction with the South Klondike Highway at Mile 2.4 from the State ferry
dock. The speed limit on the paved section of the Dyea Road is 35 mph.
Mile 0.1
A short gated road on the right leads to the cemetery that was used from about the 1920s to
the 1960s.
Mile 0.7
Below the road on the left is the cemetery that is currently in use.
Mile 1.4
Scenic viewpoint overlooking Skagway and Taiya Inlet, the northernmost extension of Lynn
Canal.
Mile 1.8
Pavement ends, and the speed limit drops to 25 mph. While the gravel road beyond (narrow
and winding in many places) is well maintained, it can be rough after a spell of wet weather,
and flying rocks do increase the chances of vehicle damage, which your rental car
insurance may not cover – know your coverage!
Mile 1.9
AB Mountain - Skyline Trail. The name of the mountain comes from the fact that in the
Spring, patches of snow clearly spell
“AB” – a well-known combination of
letters because of the historic Arctic
Brotherhood fraternity that was formed
during the Gold Rush. The trail climbs
far above treeline, offering superb
views to very experienced hikers.
Mile 3.4
The road curves around the end of
Nahku Bay (a.k.a. Long Bay) and
crosses over Matthews Creek. The
photo to the right is a telephoto shot
down Taiya Inlet from a viewpoint
above Nahku Bay.
Mile 4.3
The road now follows the main arm of Taiya Inlet.
Mile 4.7
At high tide it will seem incredible, but at very low tides the beach extends out this far from
the mouth of the Taiya River. During the Gold Rush, wharves were built out to deep water
near this point.

Mile 4.9
Road narrows to one lane with passing
pullouts, as seen to the right.
Mile 5.1
Interpretive signs about Native culture and
Dyea as a transportation corridor.
Mile 5.9
Large pullout with an interpretive sign about
Dyea's history. This is a new section of road
as of 2014 – the old road, which was the
worst section of the Dyea Road, is far above.
Mile 6.2
The road is now paved again.
Mile 6.4
Interpretive signs about the natural history of the Taiya estuary.
Mile 6.7
Chilkoot Trail campground (22 well-space sites in the forest) and ranger station.
Mile 7.0
Chilkoot Trail Outpost, a deluxe bed-andbreakfast cabin complex.
Mile 7.3
Chilkoot Trail trailhead on the right, outhouses
and interpretive sign on the left.
Taiya River Bridge – black bears are often seen
along the river in this area in particular. The
bridge only has 11' 2” height clearance.

Mile 7.4
Turn left to go to the Dyea townsite, the historic Slide Cemetery (seen below), and the new
(2015) Dyea Flats Recreation Area. All 3 locations are excellent for people who enjoy
history or nature. The townsite has no standing structures except one wall from a building;
the cemetery is the final resting place of many of the people killed in the snowslide of April
3, 1898; on the huge beach, pilings from the wharf built during the Gold Rush can still be
seen.

Mile 8.4
A one-lane bridge crosses West Creek. To access the West Glacier 4x4/Jeep road, cross
the bridge and turn left. A couple of hundred feet further, keep straight - to the left is private
property. The road climbs gradually and offers several opportunities to turn around - it
eventually leads to excellent glacier views and some decent hiking where the road gets too
rough for any vehicle.

